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matters of pressure blocks, dealing with pressure blocks is a
skilled job. It is a matter of political engineering, of estimat-
ing the pressure, the head of steam behind that drive, the
kilowatt hours that such a project can rely on. It is not a
mere matter of taking a Gallup or a Fortune poll and dis-
covering what a representative sample of voters will say if
asked, but of guessing what they will do, in the form of actual
voting, in the form of support for lobbying, in the form of
abstaining from supporting one party or individual and sup-
porting another, in the form of casting the great, silent and
often decisive vote of the voter who stays at home on election
day. It is a matter of estimating how hot the voters will feel
in November about issues that appear to be burning them up
in May. To two-thirds of the Senate it is a matter of guessing
how hot the voters will feel and whether they will feel any-
thing, November two years, or November four years ahead.
But it is not only that. It is a matter of estimating what
real interests of the United States are involved. And this is
the main preoccupation of the most important Senators.
Nothing could be more absurd than to think that the chief
spokesmen for die Isolationist point of view are stupid, or
ignorant, or lacking in character. They include some of the
ablest, best-educated (in the academic sense) and most
respecred members of the Senate. If an average English
Member of Parliament should undertake to debate with them,
he would be displaying rashness not much less great than that
of an average English heavyweight entering the ring against
Joe Louis. These men may over-estimate American strength
and, more certainly, they over-estimate the chances of a free
American government working at all in a totalitarian world,
but their mistake is not a naive mistake* Indeed, in some
cases, it is the mistake of too acute, too legal, too learned a
mind.
The role of all politicians, even when it is a mere matter
of estimating the power of pressure blocks, has got harder in
the last generation. In 1900, perhaps as late as 1912, the great
traditional sectional divisions of the American people were
still pretty much what they had been when the system broke
down in 1860. There were the manufacturing States of the
East. They had their own variations in sentiment and interest
but basically they wanted high tariffs and a strong central